
St Thomas of Canterbury Church of England Infant School 
 
 

Curriculum Update 
 

Spring Term 2 – Y21B Year 1 
 

Dear Parents, 
 
This letter informs you about what your child will be learning at school in the second half 
of the Spring Term. We hope that you will be able to help your child explore and discuss 
these areas at home through some of the following ideas: 
 
• researching areas at the local library and helping your child develop their library 

skills 
 
• searching with them on the internet for child friendly material and relevant websites 

 
• watching relevant television programmes that may support their work, or visiting a 

museum 
 

• and, most importantly, talking to your child about what they have done at school! 
Listen to what they have learned and praise their achievements! 

 
 

 

Subject 
 

 

Our Learning 
 

 

Religious 
Education 

We will begin the season of Lent by learning about Shrove Tuesday 
and what happens on Ash Wednesday. We will continue to explore the 
Bible, as a special book for Christians, and locate familiar stories in 
the Old and New Testaments. Our focus will then turn towards Easter 
and we will think about salvation and how Jesus died on the cross so 
that our sins would be forgiven. We will discuss why this is such an 
important story for Christians and look closely at the different events 
in Holy Week and Easter, thinking carefully about how people’s 
emotions changed.   

Science This half term, we will continue to look at seasonal changes as we 
begin to change seasons. We will observe the weather and learn about 
scientists such as Sir Francis Beaufort who created the wind scale. We 
will also find out facts about the sun, and how it appears at different 
times of the day, and use torches and familiar objects to create 
shadows.  

Personal, 
Social and 

Health 
Education 

(PSHE) 

This half term we will continue to explore our physical health and 
mental wellbeing. We will focus on the importance of rules and begin 
to understand how rules can help to keep us safe. We will explore 
different types of rules, including age restrictions, keeping safe online 
and rules in different situations, e.g. class rules, rules at home, rules 
outside. We will also gain an understanding of how different people 
have different needs and will be thinking about ways we care for 
people, animals and other living things in different ways. 

  

  
 



  
 

Topic 
 

 

Our Learning 
 

 
Moon Zoom! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This half term we will continue with our Moon Zoom topic. We will focus on 
the exciting Moon landing of 1969 and find out more about astronauts, both 
past and present, and how they live and work in Space. 
  
Computing: This term, we will be collecting, handling and interpreting our 
own data in the form of a Venn diagram. Our final goal is to create our own 
Venn diagram using the app Seesaw. We will be continuing to develop our 
computer skills by using the different keys, inserting pictures and text, using 
the Caps Lock and full stop keys and copying and pasting. We will be sorting 
images onto a range of charts and orally explain what the data shows us.  
 
History: We will sequence major events and changes in space history, using 
the correct vocabulary relating to the passage of time. We will be learning 
about significant individuals, e.g. Yuri Gagarin (the first person to orbit the 
Earth) and Neil Armstrong (the first man to land on the Moon) and make 
comparisons to other famous astronauts, such as Tim Peake, Margaret 
Hamilton and Chris Hadfield. We will find out about the job of astronauts, 
past and present, and what it is like to work in space. We will also discuss 
how space exploration has developed and how it might develop in the future.  
 
Geography: We will be continuing to look at images of Earth from the Hubble 
Telescope, the NASA website and Google Earth and identify both natural and 
physical features. We will also recap our knowledge of the seven continents, 
labelling them on a world map. 
 
Art and Design: This half term we will be linking our artwork to our topic 
by creating pictures of the moon and stars using chalk and pastels. Our main 
focus will be on the painting Starry Night by Vincent Van Gogh. We will 
explore Van Gogh’s use of colour and texture before creating our own starry 
masterpieces!  
 
Music: Over this half term, we will begin a unit called ‘How does Music Help 
Us to Understand Our Neighbours?’ appraising different songs, learning 
different tunes and then accompanying them with a range of instruments. 
We will have opportunities to sing, play and perform as a group and 
individiually. We will start to follow a simple musical score and also begin 
learning about improvisation. 
 
Physical Education: This half term we will begin our dance sessions using a 
space themed stimulus, using simple movement patterns, performing 
individually and in groups. We will appraise each other’s work and discuss 
terms such as unison and canon. We will develop our ball skills using a bat 
and ball, as well as bigger bouncy balls to dribble and kick. 
 
We will also continue to develop stamina when running for 15 minutes twice 
a week. 
 
PSHE (topic): Through the stories of NASA Astronauts, we will consider what 
they had to do to accomplish the goals they had set themselves and why 
goals are important for us all. 
 
Science (topic): We will gather and record data about the moon and learn 
more about stars and constellations. 

 

 


